CBC Books - Harry Potter: Fans share their stories and memories

n n:

%QGLgvtv)sal Hgader N%\d/iiogatip\p

[soare cec books:

TTTRTTI L MIKS

The weather conditions are

not available.
change weather location

ports My Region More Watch Listen

1of4

0 ) SHARE o &7 Like 711

Harry Potter: Fans share their stories and memories
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RIS Praaliene v as S PRI SR AINIZ GO0 IRmSKiss ALEFUARIBRGHARENING Harry Potter for the past
weglh RS FrElRRE PRRISOMe SR HRATMESSIIRANGHE faeRivEsiWilyoproye Potter series may be over,
bumgﬁlyﬁmgwymbﬁm@eﬁw comments that “"the boy who lived" continues to live in your hearts and

minds.

Dermor had always enjoyed reading since childhood, but admits that they needed to warm up to the Potter
saga.

"The first time | read Harry Potter was in the late 90s when Chamber of Secrets had come out," Dermor wrote. "I
PR felping teach a child to read and found the book somewhat silly. My mother actually convinced me a few
years later to read Prisoner of Azkaban which she had picked up at Chapters and | found | couldn't put it down. I've
since read them all and over again because | find there's a lot more to the story that you miss the first time around
that is so much more apparent when rereading them."

Sarah Allain, from Toronto, was nine years old when The Philosopher's Stone came out. She remembers
becoming an instant fan and convincing her friends to pick up the book.

"We came to the Potter party early on — | remember telling my friends that they just had to read this book, and
being stared at skeptically when | tried to explain how wonderful it was. And with those who had read it, it was like
having a fantastic secret, one that you couldn't help but share with everyone.

As a child growing up with Harry and his friends, the books became a part of our cultural identity, a common
experience for so many people, one of those communally binding stories that don't come along as often as they
should. | don't read or write fan fiction, | don't dress up when | see the movies (though | do go to the midnight
gbawing!), and I don't collect memorabilia - not that there is anything at all wrong with those pursuits - but |
remember, on my eleventh birthday, wishing that an owl would come to my window. For each new book we ordered

Sea

/

RAARIS

http://www.chc.ca/books/2011/07/harry-potter-fans-share-their-stories-a...

SignUp Log I Home Books & Authors Canada Reads Kids Books Scotiabank Giller Prize  Programs & Podcasts Community Contests Contact Us

rch CBC Books

2
ERBH RSeom

e |

mends

ShRfYAN It BERHSERANRY RESLAE amily

Retalgr

carousel onitem 1 of 7

Pause slide

Find

out more »

—

Introducing Our New

the nature of things

oS

WITH DAVID SUZUKI
Collection

Celebmating 50 Years

car allenge

Shareélour perfect Canadian summer vacation

Find
What

- e T
9) ores .

tBooks e r Wink Hey Readen

out more »

are people saying on Twitter?

h

Nominate:euteegbboaks : ice to win.

B

$3A

0l3ooRfaga @MsRebeccs
@stevenwbeattie @AliasGrace
@chbcbooks ... To bgoleatheoomonerisaftiem
to say "I think such and such book will be
nom'd" ...
5 hours ago - reply - retweet - favorite

8/3/2011 4:05 PM



CBC Books - Harry Potter: Fans share their stories and memories http://www.chc.ca/books/2011/07/harry-potter-fans-share-their-stories-a...

20of 4 8/3/2011 4:05 PM



CBC Books - Harry Potter: Fans share their stories and memories

30f4

couldn't understand why a book club would want to read a children's novel. But, | did read it and | was immediately
hooked and | came to realize that J.K. Rowling hasn't written a kids book but a novel for all ages. What hooked me
were the twists presented in the book. J.K. Rowling is brilliant in the fact that not everything in the novel is black
and white as you would expect in a children's book.

How Harry Potter changed my life is now | am a reader and a quicker one, too. | devoured the last Harry Potter
book, Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows, in 24 hours. But if it wasn't for Harry Potter, | wouldn't have read adult
fare like The Lovely Bones, On Beauty, The Time Traveler's Wife ... The list goes on and on. | think over the past
ten years, | have read way more books than | did as a child.

So for that reason, | will always love Harry Potter no matter how old | am."
Bri Ozalas, 15, from Mullica Hill, N.J., wrote an impassioned email to CBC Books with this message:

"Growing up with these books definitely shaped my childhood. | Q
wouldn't be who | am today if | did not have these books. The i
Potter books are not just about Harry's journey to defeat the
Dark Lord, Voldemort. Some of the biggest life lessons and very
important topics are discussed in these books. Alongside Harry,
we learn the true meanings of loyalty, friendship, sacrifice and
love. We see the battle of good versus evil. We learn that to find
out what a man is like, look at how he treats his inferiors, not his
equals. We accept that death is the next great adventure. We
explore topics such as gender, race, social class and prejudice.
We are taught that it is not good to dwell on dreams and forget
to live.

No matter what anyone says to me, Harry Potter is not over. It will never be over. The legacy will live on. Harry
Potter is a story | will carry with me for the rest of my life. Harry will forever live in my heart and the hearts of
children, teenagers and even adults all around the world. J.K. Rowling will continue to be an inspiration. People

from all over will continue to read the books and watch the movies.

And | know that Hogwarts will always be there to welcome us home."
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PCKidd wrote: When the last book came out, my two sons and | waited beside the front
Posted 2011/07/15 door to intercept the delivery. Thereafter, each of us was allowed
at 8:01 PM ET precisely half an hour, sequestered with the book. No one else was in

the room, lest our facial expressions (or my tears!!!) somehow give
awav the plot! When we'd each finished it for the first time. the eldest of

http://www.chc.ca/books/2011/07/harry-potter-fans-share-their-stories-a...

8/3/2011 4:05 PM



CBC Books - Harry Potter: Fans share their stories and memories

16 1

Agree | Disagree

Post your comment

http://www.chc.ca/books/2011/07/harry-potter-fans-share-their-stories-a...

Report abuse | Policy

Note: The CBC does not necessarily endorse any of the views posted. By submitting your comments, you acknowledge that CBC has

the right to reproduce, broadcast and publicize those comments or any part thereof in any manner whatsoever. Please note that

comments are pre-moderated/reviewed and published according to our submission guidelines.

You must be logged in to leave a comment. Log in | Sign up

Comment:

CBC Global Footer Navigation
CBC.ca

Submission policy

CORPORATE
Aboriginal Kids' CBC Wonder World CBC Member Centre About CBC Independent Producers
Books News CBC Player Jobs Program and Content Sales
Contests Parents CBC Shop Visit the Canadian Broadcasting Centre Archive Sales
Digital Archives Program Guide Production Facilities Educational Sales
Documentaries Radio Mobile Production Rentals Tapes, Transcripts and Image Assets
Kids Sports Ombudsman Digital TV
Kids' CBC Preschool Television CBC: Get the Facts
STAY CONNECTED MOBILE | RSS | PODCASTS | MEMBERSERVICES: NEWSLETTERS & ALERTS
Reuse & Permissions Advertise Privacy Site Map Contact Us
CBC Radio-Canada
Copyright © CBC 2011 chc.radio-canada.ca cbc.ca radio-canada.ca

Client Server

Given URL is not allowed by the
Application configuration.

4 of 4 8/3/2011 4:05 PM



